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REF: BRUSSELS 1893 

1 . VISITING BRUSSELS ON OTHER BUSINESS, IRVING BROWN, 

AFL-CIO EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVE.TELEPHONED ICFTU GENERAL 
SECRETARY OTTO KERSTEN FEBRUARY 1 TO DISCUSS THE 
TUNISIAN SITUATION. USEC LABOR ATTACHE WAS IN BROWN'S 
HOTEL ROOM WHEN THE CONVERSATION TOOK PLACE. 

2. BROWN PASSED ON TO KERSTEN HIS CANDID ASSESSMENT: 

A. IN LAUNCHING A GENERAL STRIKE AND THUS CHALLENGING 
THE GOVERNMENT, UGTT'S HABIB ACHOUR HAD TAKEN A FOOLISH 
RISK AGAINST WHICH HE HAD BEEN WARNED (NOT JUST BY 
BROWN BUT ALSO APPARENTLY BY THE ICFTU): "WE TOLD HIM." 
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B. EVENTS HAD UNFOLDED IN SUCH A WAY THAT NOW THE 
BEST ACHOUR CAN EXPECT IS A FAIR TRIAL FOR HIMSELF AND 
HIS ARRESTED COLLEAGUES AND A LIGHT SENTENCE, PERHAPS 
EVEN A SUSPENDED SENTENCE (THOUGH THE SENTENCE WOULD 
DEPEND ON THE WEIGHT OF THE EVIDENCE THE GOVERNMENT 
WOULD PRESENT AGAINST THE UGTT LEADERS). 
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C. PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA, AN "HONEST MAN" IN THE 
GOVERNMENT, HAD DELAYED AS LONG AS HE COULD IN CRACKING 
DOWN ON ACHOUR, BUT THE UGTT GENERAL STRIKE AND CONSEQUENT 
VIOLENCE HAD LEFT NOUIRA WITH NO CHOICE. BOTH ALGERIA 
AND LIBYA WERE READY TO EXPLOIT A DETERIORATING SITUATION 
TO HELP BRING DOWN THE PRESENT TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT. 

3. BROWN SUGGESTED THAT KERSTEN ADVISE HIS "PEOPLE" 

(I.E., EUROPEAN LABOR LEADERS) TO TAKE A CAUTIOUS LINE 
ON TUNISIA. "SURE, THEY CAN MAKE THEIR STATEMENTS," BUT 
THEY SHOULD RECOGNIZE THE REALITIES, AND SHOULD CONCEN- 
TRATE ON SEEING THAT THE UGTT LEADERS GET A FAIR 

AND OPEN TRIAL, PERHAPS WITH A DEFENSE LAWYER DESIGNATED 
BY THE ICFTU. 

4. IN ANSWER TO KERSTEN'S QUESTION, BROWN SAID HE HAD 
RECOMMENDED THE SAME APPROACH TO AFL-CIO'S ERNIE LEE 
IN WASHINGTON, BUT THAT SO FAR HE HAD NO NEWS ON WHAT 
HAS BEEN DONE, PERHAPS BECAUSE GEORGE MEANY IS OUT OF 
TOWN. 

5. KERSTEN THEN SAID THAT THE WORLD FEDERATION OF 
TRADE UNIONS HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE ICFTU TO SUGGEST 
A "COMMON FRONT" ON TUNISIA. "WE TOLD THEM 'NYET'," 

KERSTEN SAID. 
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6. ALTHOUGH KERSTEN INDICATED THAT HE AGREED WITH BROWN'S 
ASSESSMENT AND THE POLICY POSTURE BROWN RECOMMENDED, 
BROWN WAS NOT SURE THAT KERSTEN WOULD FOLLOW THROUGH. 
LATER IN MORNING, HE CALLED ENZO FRISO, ICFTU STAFFER 
WHO HAD BEEN WITH KERSTEN IN AFRICA, AND INVITED HIM TO 
HIS HOTEL ROOM. THE TWO HELD A PRIVATE MEETING DURING 
WHICH BROWN REPEATED THE VIEWS HE HAD EXPRESSED TO KERSTEN 
OVER THE PHONE. HINTON 
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